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Since	it	was	founded	in	2009,	WhatsApp	has	become	one	of	the	apps	you’re	most	likely	to	find	on	phones	worldwide.	Today,	it	has	over	2	billion	users	in	180	countries	–	even	more	than	users	of	its	stablemate,	Facebook	Messenger,	which	is	presumably	why	Mark	Zuckerberg’s	company	were	so	keen	to	gobble	it	up	for	an	eye-watering	$19	billion	in
2014.A	new	privacy	policy	revealed	in	January	2021	has	meant	the	app	requires	you	to	share	certain	personal	details	with	Facebook	to	continue	using	the	app.To	use	WhatsApp	past	February	8,	2021,	you'll	need	to	agree	to	the	new	terms	that	allow	Facebook	to	see	data	including	your	phone	number,	status	messages,	profile	names,	IP	address	and
more.Many	are	looking	to	switch	to	an	alternative	app	to	ensure	they	don't	have	to	share	this	data	with	Facebook,	and	that's	where	this	list	comes	in.	Below	we've	listed	a	variety	of	the	top	alternatives	you	can	switch	to	as	an	alternative	to	WhatsApp.WhatsApp	vs	Signal	vs	TelegramImage	credit:	Telegram	(Image	credit:	Shutterstock)Telegram	is
perhaps	WhatsApp’s	closest	competitor	in	terms	of	functionality	-	and	it	even	looks	almost	identical	to	the	Facebook-owned	behemoth.	What	sets	it	apart	is	that	it	doubles	down	on	the	promises	over	security:	not	only	are	messages	end-to-end	encrypted,	but	it	is	possible	to	set	messages	to	self-destruct	after	a	given	period	of	time	–	leaving	no	trace	of
whatever	important	conversations	you	were	having.One	other	nice	feature	is	that,	unlike	WhatsApp,	it's	truly	multi-platform	–	with	apps	available	for	desktop,	as	well	as	mobile	and	on	the	web.Download	Telegram	for	iPhone	(opens	in	new	tab)	and	Android	(opens	in	new	tab)Image	credit:	Signal	(Image	credit:	Signal)SignalMany	of	these	alternatives
boast	about	their	security	credentials	but	if	you’re	really	paranoid	there’s	only	one	option.	Signal	offers	a	similar	suite	of	features	to	its	competitors,	as	well	as	end-to-end	encryption,	but	there’s	one	big	difference:	The	app	itself	is	open-source.This	means	that	all	of	the	code	for	the	app	is	publicly	available	to	view,	making	it	impossible	for	the	creators
to	sneak	in	any	backdoors	that	could	give	governments	or	hackers	access	to	your	messages.	The	app	has	also	scored	a	major	endorsement	to	bolster	its	privacy	credentials	even	further	in	the	form	of	NSA	whistleblower	Edward	Snowden.Download	Signal	for	iPhone	(opens	in	new	tab)	and	Android	(opens	in	new	tab)(Image	credit:	Apple)iMessageIn
response	to	the	growth	of	WhatsApp,	Apple	has	built	out	its	own	Messages	app	-	iMessage	-	to	be	just	as	fully	featured.	Now,	when	messaging	iPhone	to	iPhone,	there	are	no	character	limits,	you	can	send	pictures,	videos	and…	well,	pretty	much	anything,	thanks	to	a	plethora	of	app	integrations.	Most	notably,	this	includes	Apple	Pay	in	some	countries,
so	that	you	can	literally	send	money	over	text	and,	of	course,	Animojis.	Hit	a	button	and	rather	than	type	out	your	missive,	you	can	perform	it	as	a	3D	animal	puppet,	with	the	fox,	monkey	or	unicorn’s	mouth	movements	matching	your	own.	And	yes,	you	can	also	be	a	talking	poop	emoji,	but	we	recommend	only	using	that	when,	say,	dumping	someone
or	telling	a	loved	one	about	a	death	in	the	family.There’s	just	one	catch:	iMessage	is,	by	design,	only	available	on	Apple	devices,	so	if	you	want	to	chat	with	your	Android	mates	you’ve	got	to	go	back	to	using	plain	old	140-character	SMS.You'll	find	iMessage	already	downloaded	to	your	iPhoneImage	credit:	Google	Google	MessagesIn	response	to	Apple
not	playing	nicely	with	iMessage,	Google	launched	its	own	Android-only	messaging	service	called…Messages.	Available	on	the	Play	Store,	this	app	also	replaces	your	standard	SMS	app,	and	the	big	point	in	its	favor	is	that	it	deeply	integrates	with	all	of	Google’s	apps	and	services.	This	means	that	you	can	easily	share	images	from	your	Google	Photos,
or	use	Google	Assistant	to	make	a	restaurant	reservation	with	a	friend	from	right	within	the	app.Download	Google	Messages	on	Android	(opens	in	new	tab)(Image	credit:	Facebook)Facebook	MessengerThis	won't	avoid	the	issue	of	sharing	your	data	with	Facebook,	but	it	does	pose	a	suitable	alternative	to	WhatsApp	for	some.	Facebook	Messenger	is
an	integral	part	of	the	Facebook	experience,	but	a	separate	app	enables	private	messaging	between	individuals	and	groups.You	may	find	this	is	more	suitable	for	you	than	WhatsApp,	especially	as	it	works	seperately	from	a	phone	number	so	you	can	use	it	across	multiple	devices	at	once	without	having	to	reauthorize	the	app.Download	Facebook
Messenger	for	iPhone	(opens	in	new	tab)	and	Android	(opens	in	new	tab)An	example	of	Viber's	disappearing	messages	(Image	credit:	Viber)Line,	Viber,	WeChat	and	othersThere	are	a	number	of	other	messaging	apps	out	there	which	have	millions	of	users.	Line,	for	instance,	reportedly	had	700m	registered	users	in	2019	and	Viber	supposedly	had
260m	active	users	every	month	then	too.Some	of	these	apps	have	some	really	interesting	functionality	too	–	for	example,	WeChat	has	an	entire	mini-app	eco-system	inside	of	the	app,	so	that	you	can	shop,	order	taxis	and	so	on	without	leaving	WeChat	itself.But	we	wouldn’t	necessarily	recommend	making	the	switch	to	these	apps	as	they	may	not	be	all
that	useful.	Why?	Because	they’re	mere	minnows	in	the	English-speaking	world.	WeChat	dominates	China,	Line	is	the	go-to	messenger	in	Japan,	and	BlackBerry	Messenger	is	the	biggest	in	Indonesia	(no,	really)	–	which	are	great	if	you	live	there.	If	you’re	in	the	UK,	the	United	States,	or	Australia	however,	you’re	not	going	to	find	that	many	of	your
friends	on	these	apps.Image	credit:	Shutterstock	(Image	credit:	shutterstock)A	good	old-fashioned	phone	call	Finally,	we	have	one	obscure	option	that	we	don’t	think	many	people	will	pick	-	but	one	that	is	worth	mentioning.	It’s	a	little	known	fact	that	every	phone	has	one	app	built	in	that	is	always	running.	Every	user	is	given	a	unique	ID	number,
which	if	entered	by	another	person,	will	interrupt	whatever	else	you’re	doing	on	your	phone	and	force	you	to	pay	attention.	It	will	even	play	a	long,	annoying	sound	to	capture	your	attention.The	“Telephone”	app	has	its	critics,	but	it	is	a	technology	dating	back	over	a	century,	and	is	still	a	serviceable	way	to	stay	in	touch	with	your	loved	ones.	Who
knows,	maybe	your	mum	would	enjoy	hearing	your	voice	every	once	in	a	while?WhatsApp	vs	Signal	vs	Telegram	By	Melly	Parker	i	Justin	Sullivan/Getty	Images	News/Getty	Images	The	message	system	in	iOS	is	designed	to	give	you	confidence	in	your	correspondence.	One	feature	iMessage	offers	is	a	read	receipt,	a	type	of	notification	that	gives	a
message	sender	more	information	about	the	status	of	the	message	he	sent.	A	sender	knowing	whether	you've	read	his	message	is	dependent	on	the	settings	you've	selected	on	your	iPhone.	One	message	notification	that	always	appears	is	the	"Delivered"	notification.	It	indicates	that	the	message	has	reached	the	recipient's	iMessage	inbox.	The	other
notification	that	appears	below	a	message	is	"Read,"	which	indicates	that	the	recipient	has	opened	iMessage	and	viewed	the	message	in	question.	If	you	start	to	reply	to	a	message	in	iMessage,	a	speech	bubble	icon	that	displays	an	ellipsis	will	appear	at	the	bottom	of	the	messages	list	to	let	the	other	person	know	you're	in	the	process	of	responding.
Read	receipts	can	be	turned	on	and	off	so	that	you	can	adjust	how	you	want	iMessage	to	function	with	the	messages	you	send.	If	you	toggle	the	feature	off,	then	the	message	status	will	always	say	"Delivered,"	even	if	you've	read	the	iMessage	in	question.	If	you	toggle	it	to	"On,"	then	the	message	status	will	update	to	"Read"	when	you've	seen	the
message.	Decide	which	one	to	use	based	on	what	level	of	privacy	you	want.	The	selection	you	make	applies	to	every	iMessage	conversation	in	the	app;	you	can't	adjust	settings	for	individual	users.	To	change	whether	a	person	can	see	that	you've	read	his	message,	tap	"Settings"	on	your	home	screen	and	then	tap	"Messages."	Adjust	the	slider	bar	next
to	"Send	Read	Receipts"	to	"On"	or	"Off,"	depending	on	whether	you	want	read	receipts	to	be	active	or	inactive.	When	they're	active,	a	timestamp	showing	when	a	message	was	read	is	added	to	the	message,	along	with	a	"Read"	notification	for	the	sender	to	see.	When	an	iPhone	user	receives	a	push	notification	that	alerts	him	to	a	new	iMessage,	he
can	read	part	of	the	message	text	without	opening	the	app.	In	a	similar	vein,	an	iPhone	user	can	read	part	of	an	iMessage	text	on	his	lock	screen	without	a	read	receipt	alerting	the	sender	that	it	has	been	seen.	To	display	an	active	read	receipt,	the	iMessage	app	must	actually	be	opened.	Switching	to	Android	from	an	iPhone	isn’t	as	cumbersome	as	it
used	to	be.	While	Apple	still	heavily	restricts	what	goes	in	and	out	of	your	iPhone,	recent	updates	have	made	it	easier	than	ever	to	migrate	your	data,	such	as	contacts	and	pictures,	to	an	Android	phone.	With	the	right	tools,	you	can	bring	along	most	of	the	data	your	iPhone	has	collected	for	years,	including	your	media	gallery,	calendar	appointments,
local	files,	and	more,	to	your	new	Android	phone.	Here’s	how	to	get	started.The	quickest	and	the	most	reliable	way	to	move	your	iPhone’s	data	is	with	your	Android	phone’s	built-in	migration	app.	Most	Android	phones	ship	with	a	one-stop	tool	that	lets	you	instantly	import	your	iPhone’s	contacts,	pictures,	videos,	texts,	call	history	and	other
documents.	If	your	new	Android	phone	comes	equipped	with	such	a	service,	you	likely	won’t	need	to	go	anywhere	else.	While	setting	up	a	Google	Pixel,	for	instance,	you’re	asked	if	you’d	like	to	transfer	content	from	your	old	iPhone.	Once	you	opt	in,	all	you	need	to	do	is	connect	both	the	devices	with	the	dongle	in	your	Pixel’s	box	and,	within	minutes
or	hours	depending	on	the	amount	of	data	you	have,	you	should	be	all	set.	In	addition	to	the	usual	collection	of	information	such	as	texts	and	call	logs,	the	Google	Pixel	also	automatically	downloads	Android	counterparts	for	the	apps	you	have	installed	on	your	iPhone.	Similarly,	Samsung	Galaxy	phones	have	an	app	called	“Smart	Switch,”	which	can
wirelessly	export	all	your	iPhone	data	like	apps,	contacts,	call	logs,	messages,	photos,	and	videos.	Unlike	Google’s	solution,	you	can	take	advantage	of	Smart	Switch	even	after	you’ve	set	up	your	Samsung	Galaxy	phone.	In	case	your	Android	phone	doesn’t	support	an	all-in-one	transfer	app,	or	if	it’s	not	available	beyond	the	initial	setup	stage,	Google
Drive	is	your	next	best	option.	However,	this	method	is	far	from	perfect	since	the	Google	Drive	app	can	only	sync	your	iPhone’s	contacts,	calendar	appointments,	and	photo	library.	For	the	rest	of	the	content,	like	texts	and	call	logs,	you’ll	have	to	look	for	any	alternate	channels,	which,	unfortunately,	aren’t	that	many.	Download	the	Google	Drive	app
(opens	in	new	tab)	on	your	iOS	device	and	sign	in	with	the	same	Google	account	you	plan	to	use	on	your	Android	phone.	Tap	the	three-line	button	at	the	top	left	corner	and	head	into	Settings	>	Backup.	(Image	credit:	Laptop	Mag)Select	what	kind	of	data	you	want	to	include	in	the	backup.	From	the	“Photos	&	Videos”	option,	you	can	also	specify
whether	you’d	like	to	upload	your	photos	and	videos	in	their	original	quality	or	a	space-saving	compressed	format.	Tap	“Start	Backup,”	and	your	iPhone	will	begin	backing	up	the	files	on	your	Google	cloud	storage.	Once	it	completes,	the	data	should	be	available	in	its	respective	app	on	your	Android	phone.	So,	contacts	will	go	into	the	Contacts	app,
events	in	Calendar,	and	media	in	Google	Photos.		Transfer	iPhone	data	to	Android	via	third-party	service	For	the	remainder	of	your	iPhone	data,	you	can	turn	to	third-party	services	like	MobileTrans	(opens	in	new	tab).	This	desktop	software	can	transfer	content	between	phones	with	a	click	of	a	button.	It	can	sync	your	contacts,	call	history,	voicemail,
reminders,	and	just	about	everything	else	you’d	want	to	keep	from	your	old	phone	--	for	a	price.	MobileTrans	is	not	free,	and	you	will	have	to	shell	out	at	least	$45	to	access	it.	(Image	credit:	Laptop	Mag)If	you	do	decide	to	pay	for	MobileTrans,	there’s	little	you	need	to	do	next.	Start	by	plugging	in	both	your	iPhone	and	Android	phone	to	your	Mac	or
Windows	PC.	Open	the	MobileTrans	app	and	grant	the	necessary	permissions	from	the	pop-ups	on	your	devices.	Keep	your	phones	unlocked	while	MobileTrans	will	take	a	couple	of	minutes	to	siphon	up	all	the	data	from	them.	On	the	MobileTrans	app,	make	sure	your	iPhone	is	on	the	left	side	of	the	window,	and	in	case	it	isn’t,	click	the	“Flip”	in	the
top	center.	Now,	pick	what	data	you	want	to	migrate	from	the	list	of	checkboxes	in	the	middle	and	hit	“Start”	to	kick	off	the	transfer	process.	MobileTrans	will	move	the	selected	data	to	your	Android	phone	in	a	few	minutes	or	hours	and	notify	you	when	it’s	done.	MobileTrans	also	offers	mobile	apps	if	you	don’t	want	to	install	it	on	your	computer	or
migrate	the	data	wirelessly,	but	it	failed	to	work	in	my	testing.		
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